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What is the Brunswick Main Street 50/50 Website Grant Program?

The program offers matching funds to businesses in the Brunswick Main Street program area in order to improve or create the appearance and functionality of qualified business websites. The goal of this program is to assist the businesses in the Brunswick Main Street area to start or improve a website that will improve Main Street area business activities and increase their sustainability.
The Brunswick Main Street Economic Restructuring Committee and Main Street Manager administer the 50/50 Website Program. The Committee is made up of Brunswick business and property owners, some of whom have web design expertise and others who just want to improve the technology appearance of the business community.

This initial round of funding is a pilot project, and our goal for this round is to assist as many qualified projects as our funds allow. This grant will be offered on an ongoing basis as funding permits, and our goal is to fund more projects in the future. The award amount is based on available funds, applicants, and other variables. For this round, the grant will be allocated to three (3) website projects in the form of a 50/50 matching grant (maximum $300 each) to business and property owners who qualify. This applies to websites completed and paid in full by 6/30/2011 through the program.
Who can apply for funding?

Any store proprietor can apply for funding. Websites must be commercial sites for website businesses that are located and operate within the Brunswick Main Street section of the historic district (See attached map). Tenants must have a minimum of two years remaining on their lease or an option to renew.

Ineligible Expenditures:

· Improvements made PRIOR to grant approval 
· Improvements made outside the guidelines of the package described in the program
· Home-based businesses

· Websites not completed by 6/01/2011.

Priority Funding
Priority for funds will be given to (not in order of priority): 
· Main Street members
· Date application received for review
· Proven need shown on application
How are projects selected for funding?

Applications will be ranked and selected based on a clear and documented set of evaluative criteria. Depending on the number of applications, we may assign “waiting list” status to projects that qualify for selection, but do not rank as high as other applications selected for funding.

This is a matching grant program, which means that the applicant pays the first $300 and Brunswick Main Street pays the remaining $300 balance.

Are there any website guidelines?

Yes. The Economic Restructuring Committee of Brunswick Main Street is looking for website projects that improve the use of technology as a tool to drive business to the Brunswick Main Street area. We recognize that some businesses may not have a website and need assistance to develop it.  A link to the Brunswick Main Street website is required on the grantee’s website as part of this grant for a period of one year.
Brunswick Main Street has the right to choose the contractor for this grant and applicant agrees to use the assigned contractor for the initial year from its completion.

Projects must conform to all appropriate website ethics. Projects must also meet the approval of the Brunswick Main Streets’ Economic Restructuring Committee and Brunswick Main Street, Inc.

Website Package includes:

· Client consultation

· 1 main home page (with your images)

· 10 information or topic pages

· 1 links page

· Optional Forums, Blogs, podcasting, etc.

· 1 year of hosting (along with a free domain name for that year)

· Site submitted to top search engines

· Site monitored and backed-up regularly

Also includes:

· Web site

· Your Company Logo (Scanned)

· Navigation for all pages

· Set up of your site with our hosting (including set up of email accounts)

· Option for additional features (multiple contributors, image galleries, etc)

· Address/Phone/Email

· Keywords/Description/Meta Tags
Training, editing and maintaining of your site for one year
No space restrictions or limit to # of email addresses.

How does the application process work?

Grant funds are disbursed on a reimbursement basis and cannot be issued until the proposed project has been completed. WORK COMPLETED PRIOR TO LETTER OF COMMITMENT IS NOT ELIGIBLE FOR FUNDING.

Application Process
1. Meet with the Economic Restructuring Committee (ERC) Chair, Main Street Executive Director,   or ER Committee prior to submitting application. The ER Committee may also invite applicants to discuss their project plans at an ER Committee meeting. 
2. Pay Application Fee of $35.00. Make checks payable to: Brunswick Main Street, Inc.

    The application fee is waived for Brunswick Main Street members.

3. Complete grant application in full. Complete applications will include:

· Illustrations of existing website or plans for a new one.
· Photos of your business
· Description of your business

· Goals for the website project
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